
In an effort to gather ideas for what 
to write about this month I visited the 
web site of our nearest neighboring 
chapter, EAA 7 at Long Beach.  It 
reminded me of one of my goals and 
that is to attend one of their meet-
ings, introduce myself, and to see if 
there is interest in, and what we 
could do to integrate more often our 
respective activities.  Alas, their 
meeting is tonight, the second 
Thursday of the month, and here I 
am at home writing this article in-
stead of attending their meeting.  I 
will definitely do that next month and 
extend an invitation to their mem-
bers to visit one of our membership 
meetings. 

The year is flying by and before you 
know it, it will be time for our annual 
holiday brunch.  More information on 

that activity and how you can sign 
up will be forthcoming.  But between 
now and December there are plenty 
of activities to keep us busy.  On 
September 27th CPM will be hosting 
the community at its annual open 
house.  Of course we will involved 
with two major activities, our own 
open house and hangar tours, and a 
major Young Eagles flying effort.  It 
is important for our members to sup-
port the activities of the airport as 
members of the overall CPM 
―family.‖ 

On Sunday, October 26 we will 
again participate in the Wings, 
Wheels and Rotors show at the Los 
Alamitos Army Reserves and Guard 
Base.  We will again offer Young 
Eagles flights, probably along side 
EAA Chapter 7.  Those of you that 

want to participate in the flying ac-
tivities be sure to get your paper-
work in at least 30 days in advance 
– 45 days is even better, which 
means NEXT week! 

We will be having our annual mem-
bership meeting in November and if 
it goes as planned Long Beach Air-
port will host Wings Over Long 
Beach.  Opportunities for involve-
ment of our Chapter are unknown at 
the present, but stay tuned. 

Lastly, we are overdue for a hangar 

cleaning party.  This Saturday the 

Board will take up these issues and 

will report out at the membership 

meeting on the 20th.  Hope to see all 

of you then.  Cheers! 

Next Meetings 
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President’s Forum - Merrill Eastcott 

September 20 - Chapter Mtg 10:00 AM, BBQ @ 11:00 AM 

October 11 - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

October 18 - Chapter Mtg @ 10:00 AM 

November 8 - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

 

Plan to Attend our Next Meeting! 

If you don’t have a project yet but are still 
interested in aviation and home building then 
come on by and visit the chapter.  We hold our 
meetings on the 3rd Saturday of each month.  
Most meetings have a presentation and a BBQ 
afterwards.  You can visit the 12 on-going 
projects in the hangar, talk to a wide variety of 
builders and enjoy a BBQ while you’re at it. 

Flash 

Wow!  This video is a must see. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=z985xdXW-3w  

http://www.eaa96.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z985xdXW-3w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z985xdXW-3w
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July BOD Meeting Minutes - Keith Spreuer 

In Attendance 

Merrill Eastcott, Dave Bristol, Walter Tondu, Rhon 
Williams, Bob Hayos, Jack Massie, Jack Kenton, Merrill 
Eastcott, Keith Spreuer 

Budget 

Keith is working on an annual budget and will have that 
ready for the next BOD meeting 

Treasurerôs Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Cassell Fund account is specific to send kids to air 
academy.  Hal Ballatin and Roy Medan with the same 
purpose as above.  General Operations is getting low 
due to the fact that we don't receive more donations, but 
we get only from membership dues. 

Membership 

Vilma will be asked to provide a list of those who have 
paid this year and Walter will work on a renewal form. 

 

 

Speakers/Programs 

In Sept we will have Dylan Lee tell us about his 
experience at the Tuskegee Airman’s summer flight 
training program. John Lyons is tentative for that meeting 
too. He will speak about the activities at Flabob. In 
October our own chapter members, Walter Tondu and 
Dave Bristol will talk about metal fabrication techniques. 
And to finish the year in Nov will be Bob Hayos on 
certification issues.  

Young Eagles 

Next event on 9/27 at the Compton Airfare. 

Pancake Breakfast 

We decided to look into doing a pancake breakfast 
before the Open House for members and venders but 
that is tentative.  

Nominating Committee 

Merrill has accepted the nomination to run for a new (1 
yr) term as President, we have 4 BOD positions open as 
follows: 

Class II Directors:  1)  Bob Hayos,  2) Louis Bigelow,  3) 
Replacement for Jack Massie 

Class III Director :   1)  Replace Merrill who move up to 
President 

Advertising 

We agreed to sell advertising in our Newsletter for 
aviation related items. $25 per year was agreed for a 
business card sized space. 

DAR Monthly Report - Inspectors Decisions 

Submitted by Bob Hayos - DAR, A&P, I/A 

As has been frequently noted in the Amateur Aircraft 
constructors’ press, not all inspectors make identical 
decisions on airworthiness matters.  This problem has on 
occasion caused builders to wonder just how much an 
inspector’s sometimes negative comments are valid.  
While it is true that all inspectors (DARS, IAs, etc.) are 
bound by the same mandated rules, interpretation can 
sometimes be far from coincidental.  Airworthiness is of 
course the prime consideration when the inspector 
overlooks a project.  Here FAA Order 8130-2F 
(Airworthiness Certification of Aircraft and Related 
Products), together with AC 43.13 (Aircraft Inspection 
and Repair) are the defining ―words of the bible‖. 

Every inspector is required to refer to these volumes 
when examining a project for ultimate certification.  

Frequently, however, he is forced to make an objective 
decision about how an item confirms to these 
documents.  Here is where two trained inspectors 
looking at a part or assembly can have different 
interpretations, both of which might be valid.  Frequently 
a minor variation from what is often commonplace can 
become an issue of debate.  In such cases the inspector 
must rely on his background, training and experience to 
determine airworthiness compliance.  It is his decision 
and one which the builder can contest but must 
ultimately accept.  Of course there is always the 
possibility of asking for a higher level of opinion through 
the chain of FAA inspectors and engineers.  Most final 
airworthiness inspections are usually completed with all 
parties satisfied that the product is of the highest 
possible quality. 

Hal Ballatin  1259.55 

General Operations  2914.79 

Roy Medan  1626.85 

Jim Cassell  670.00 

CD 16540.25 

Hangar Account  4745.57 

Total 27757.01 
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Since I completed first flight on August 23rd at Chino Airport I have flown off my Phase One flight test hours and my 
baby is finally back in it’s hangar at KTOA  It has been an amazing journey getting to the finish line and there is no 
way I could have done it without the advice and friendship of Members of EAA Chapter 96 so here is a rundown of 
the week before first flight.  Adam Valdez My Dar Inspected my plane at Torrance airport on August 2nd and the 
one squawk was a loose jamb nut on a rod end bearing.  I  quickly tightened that sucker up.  I was issued my air-
worthiness certificate and Adam took the time to explain the operating limitations to me as well as the limits of the 
Phase one test flight area. I took a few days to wind down before Walter Tondu and I moved the plane to 
Chino airport on Sunday the 16th of August. The plane was assembled and rigged in the two really long days prior 
to the first flight.  I can’t thank Walter Tondu enough for helping me and being the ―eyes over my shoulder‖ as 
we rigged and assembled my RV-7.  It is also notable that the RV crowd managed to drift over several times and 
give my plane the unofficial look over, just making sure I was doing it safely. Finally it was all done and I was  
ready for flight.    
 
For first flight I had planned on a flight of three aircraft, the number 1 wingman’s job is just to help me during the 
flight looking at parts of the aircraft I cannot see, and making sure control surfaces are in trail, not fluttering, not 
leaking fuel, oil as well as assisting with radio communications should I have that kind of issue. I was fortunate to 
have Brad Peacock a RV-4 owner and builder at Chino Volunteer for the duty. The flight was planned to be a short 
20 minute flight right over the airport in the same pattern as the rest of the traffic except we would be 2000 feet 
higher. As standard practice aircraft engines need to be run full throttle and full rich as part of the break in process 
and since the motor is new and internally (tight) they tend to run pretty hot until they get broken in. I was pretty con-
cerned about the outside temps that were about 101 degrees on the ground and 107 degrees at 2700 feet. The 
second aircraft in the flight is the camera ship with one of your board members Walter Tondu videotaping from the 
right seat of Jim Klusmier’s RV-7.  Together they did a fabulous job of documenting my big day and even though the 
video is not finished you can see a sneak preview at http://www.rv-7.com/videos/first_flight.wmv . Jim Klusmier was 
kind enough to fly over to Chino, (he has the same airplane and configuration that I have) and let me shoot a few 
landings for practice just to get in the groove prior to my flight. Then it was time. I climbed into the cockpit of my 
plane, the culmination of 2200 hours over five years of labor every day after work, shook hands with my friends, 
started the engine and headed for the runway. I have been flying for over 32 years and it is second nature to me, 
but I have to tell you that at that moment sitting in the cockpit at the end of 7,000 feet of runway in a plane I built in 
my garage, it felt like a very foreign place. Now it was time, my wingmen were on the runway next to me as I gave a 
big nod to the flight and pushed the throttle to the firewall. The plane accelerated like a rocket since it was 
pretty light with just me and half tanks of fuel. I was off the ground in about 500 feet and was at pattern altitude by 
the time I was at the end of the runway. At one point I remember looking down and seeing 197 mph and 
thought Man you better concentrate hard to stay ahead of this slippery speedster. I planned to stay right over the 
airport in case I had any engine problems.  This means that I was pretty much in a 2 gee turn at each end of 
the pattern to stay in nice and tight hence my new flying community nickname/call sign "G-force". Fortunately I built 
the airplane right and it flew with hands off trim below 165 mph and an ever so slightly heavy right wing above that 
but aileron trim neutralizes it. The engine temps were right in the middle of the green where they are supposed to be 
even with the hot weather. It is a joy to fly and doing aerobatics with it is definitely is an "E" ticket ride. Building was 
quite a fun journey but not as much as getting to the finish line. I can’t give enough thanks to the Chapter and the 
members that have mentored me in the in the process.   From the flight advisors to the Chapter facilities such as the 
machine shop  and of course the amazing trailer that made the move painless to Chino. Thanks to you all, see you 
in formation and keep pounding those rivets!!  

Featured Project 1 

David Richardson - RV-7  N434DR 

http://www.rv-7.com/videos/first_flight.wmv
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Clarification of ELT Requirements 

From EAA website - http://www.eaa.org 

September 4, 2008 — This week the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) sent out 

notifications to U.S. aircraft owners regarding upcoming 

changes in emergency locator transmitter (ELT) 

services. NOAA reminds owners that as of February 1, 

2009, satellite coverage of 121.5 MHz ELTs will end and 

that only ground-based monitoring will take place. NOAA 

recommends that aircraft owners transition to the 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) standard 

digital 406 MHz ELT systems. 

This has caused some confusion among aircraft owners, 

many who presume they are now required to upgrade to 

the 406 MHz units. This is not the case. There is no 

requirement in the U.S. at this time to upgrade to the 406 

MHz systems. Installing such a unit is solely an option at 

the discretion of the aircraft owner. 

Of course, operating with a 121.5/243 MHz ELT after the 

deadline presents additional risks to pilots and 

passengers if a crash occurs, especially in remote areas. 

Essentially, someone who crashes while flying without a 

flight plan will depend on someone else to either: 

Recognize they are overdue and notify the 

authorities to initiate a search over an indeterminate 

area 

or hope someone hears the 121.5/243 MHz ELT on 

their radio, and calls it in. 

 

Every moment lost after an aircraft crash is a moment 

closer to a loss of life. While the FAA doesn't mandate 

the upgrade, it’s still an idea worth considering, based on 

the flying you do. 

EAA fought to preserve the rights of aircraft owners to 

choose which ELT system is best suited for their type of 

flying. Through education (news articles, NOAA/SARSAT 

exhibits in the Federal Pavilion during AirVenture, and 

other efforts), aircraft owners have increased their 

knowledge and awareness of the differences between 

the 121.5/243 MHz ELT and the 406MHz ELT, allowing 

(Continued on page 5) 

Here is a shot of my current flying project.  It is also flying on 
floats and can carry a live video camera to relay in flight video to the 
radio control pilot.  Great fun and is very economical on gas. The Cub 
is 1/4 scale and has a 2 cylinder 4 stroke power plant. Flight control is 
via the 10 meter amateur radio band.   

Featured Project 2 

Bob Hayos 

The FAA is conducting a satisfaction survey to get feedback about flight services that are 
provided to pilots. The FAA says it will use the survey results to improve service and "to 
continuously advance the safety and security of civil aviation." The survey takes about 10 
minutes to complete, the FAA says, and is being conducted by an independent research and 
consulting firm. Responses are confidential and anonymous, the FAA says. Questions touch 
on topics such as the quality of service from Flight Service Stations, how quickly calls are 
answered, and the quality and usefulness of weather information. A space is provided for 
additional comments. The FAA says it will conduct follow-up surveys throughout the year. It 
appears to be an invitation-only type of survey, so keep an eye on your inbox. 

FAA Seeks Pilot Feedback On Flight Services 

Jack Kenton 
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Hangar Report 

Keith Spreuer 

The hangar is doing pretty well. We still have one large and 2 small spaces vacant but a BD-4 builder named 
Paul will be moving in to a half space soon. The hangar is in dire need of a thorough clean up before the CPM 
airport Open House Sept 27th. So we will have a cleaning party after our General Meeting on the 20th. We also 
are getting desperate for some maintenance on the hangar lights. There are at least 3 out now. I know two are 
due to ballasts but the third one may just be a bulb. The main thing is to get the lift working so we can get up 
to the lights. The lift needs some repair to leaking hydraulic cylinders. 

It is fantastic to have Carl back to work on his Pietenpol. His back surgery seems to have been very 
successful as he is looking better than ever. It appears the busiest guy in the hangar this month is Bill 
Edwards. He is really doing some outstanding work on his Cessna 140 in conjunction with John Hernandez 
and Larry Kietel. John gave him a long list of repairs that needed to be done for the annual. The list includes 
airframe, brakes, electrical, fuel system, radios and even window replacement. I think it’s great to see the pilot 
involved in this work and it sure shows the spirit of EAA to have the chapter involved in terms of advice, hands 
on help and equipment. Sadly, Darrin did load his project onto the trailer and made several trips to 
Sacramento to take it to it’s new home. I sure hope his tour in Afghanistan goes well and he returns soon to 
complete that fantastic project. In last months report I cut it short, since I was leaving for Oshkosh. Well that 
didn’t happen. I only got as far as Las Vegas where the engine made 3 disturbing spurts. So I turned around 
and canceled my trip. Unfortunately since Don Herzstein and I were flying a loose formation, he decided to 
turn around too. I fixed the problem a few days later but am only now feeling confident enough to leave home 
with the bird. I guess others in the hangar are off on Summer vacation. I know Gus is in Galapagos Island with 
the family… pretty cool. Well it’s probably never really very cool there but there sure is a lot of cool animals to 

Young Eagles Report 

Breean and Kendra Farfan 

The next scheduled Young Eagles will take place on September 
27th 2008, during the Compton Air Fair. The EAA chapter 96 hanger will 
be open for the event. This year the EAA has invited the Civil Air Patrol 
(CAP Squadron 153, Los Alamitos) cadets to supervise the hanger and 
member projects though out the day. The Young Eagles booth will be 
signing up kids, selling toys, T-shirts, etc. And now for the best news you 
will hear all day! Something we have all been yearning for, a new line of 
Polo Shirts.  Our new shirts are ideal for EAA events, Young Eagles, 
Monthly Meetings, and best of all, Casual Wear! We invite all of our mem-
bers and family to come down and support our chapter. See you there!  

them to make an informed choice on whether or not to 

upgrade. Simply requiring an upgrade to 406 MHz 

ELTs as FAA proposed several years ago is too costly 

a burden to place on recreational/general aviation 

aircraft owners. 

A note to those flying outside the U.S.: While 406 

MHz ELTs are not mandatory for operating in the 

U.S., pilot’s who fly internationally - to Canada, 

Mexico, etc. - after February 1, 2009, will be required 

to upgrade their ELTs to the new ICAO standard 406 

MHz units. EAA is working with Transport Canada to 

obtain an exemption to this regulation for aircraft 

transitioning through Canada to Alaska, or flying from 

the northeastern part of the U.S. to the west where the 

most direct flight route requires a short transition 

through Canadian airspace.   

Click here for additional information on this change. 

(Continued from page 4) 

http://eaa.org/news/2008/2008-09-04_elt_info.asp
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Chapter Officers and Advisors 

President (interim) Merrill Eastcott 562-633-2614 eastcott@flash.net 

Vice President Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

Secretary Keith Spreuer 530-649-5289 kspreuer@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Vilma Spreuer 310-649-5289 vilmaspreuer@yahoo.com 

Board Member Louis Bigelow 562-652-0411 sasquatchbhs@yahoo.com 

Board Member Breean Farfan 714-561-2505 breeanrocks@yahoo.com 

Board Member Bob Hayos 310-640-8855 bobnorma@juno.com 

Board Member Jack Massie 310-325-5182 jack4360@earthlink.net 

Board Member Rhon Williams 310-546-9936 rhon.williams@ngc.com 

Hangar Manager Keith Spreuer 530-649-5289 kspreuer@yahoo.com 

Young Eagles Coordinator Glenn Parkison 310-374-4812 glenn.parkison@wilsonelser.com 

Flight Advisor/Tech Counselor Dave Bristol 310-329-6007 daveb200@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editor Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

Webmaster Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

DAR Bob Hayos 310-640-8855 bobnorma@juno.com 

Membership Chairman Walter Tondu 310-472-1793 walter@tondu.com 

Calendar of Events 

Chapter 96  Monthly Meeting September 20 - 10:00AM Compton Airport 

Reno Air Races September 10-14 Reno Stead Airport 

Compton Airfare  September 27 Compton Airport 

Chico Airfest September 26-27 Chico Muni Airport 

EAA Chapter 1 Open House September 27 Flabob Airport 

Victor Valley Airshow September 27 Apple Valley Airport 

California Int’l Airshow September 27-28 Salinas Airport 

Hemet-Ryan Fly-in September 28 Hemet-Ryan Airport 

Miramar Airshow October 3-5 MCAS Miramar 

Fleet Week October 9-14 San Francisco 

Starduster Gathering October 17-19 Flabob Airport 

Wings, Wheels and Rotors October 26 Los Alamitos AAF 

Jacqueline Cochran Airshow November 1 Thermal Airport 

Nellis Airshow November 8-9 Nellis AFB 

Wings Over Long Beach November 15-16 Long Beach Airport 

http://www.wingsoverlongbeach.com


Ads are free but are subject to editing.  Aviation related ads are given priority.  We reserve 
the right to refuse any Ad.  Submit  your Ads to the Editor at       walter@tondu.com.  Please 
let us know when your item sells.  Ads will run for four (4) issues and may be renewed or 
adjusted by contacting the editor.  Last issue indicated by [mm/yy]. 

 

WANTED - We have space in our fully equipped Chapter 96 Hanger 
for your project with very reasonable rates.  Each space is 20x20 
has electrical, air, great lighting and 24x7 access.  Contact Keith 

Spreuer at (714) 894-1172 for more information. 

 

WANTED - I’ve a hanger at Torrance airport and a project underway to 
restore an American origin DeHaviland Gipsy Moth.  I’m still in need of 
engine parts as I’m attempting to re-create a Wright Gipsy engine as 
was used originally in this aircraft.  If any of your members have knowl-
edge of a Wright engine or parts, I would appreciate a contact: Jim 
Brannan - brannan@sbcglobal.net  (310) 891-1334, (310) 891-1338 
fax, 10250 Torrance, CA 90505 [10/08] 

 

FOR SALE: 2002 Cirrus SR-22, SN 0355.  TT 485 hrs since new.  Han-
gared, one owner.  Round instruments with Avidyne FlightMax 
EX5000C.  Will sell for original price minus $50 per hour depreciation.  
Will include fresh annual.  Cleanest and lowest time 2002 available.  
Call for specifics.   Merrill Eastcott, (323) 228-0162. [12/08] 

CHAPTER LOCATION 

1017 W. Alondra Blvd. 
Compton, CA 90220 

 

Click here for an 
interactive map. 

Beginning next month, the chapter will start allowing 
paid advertisements on the Newsletter.  
Advertisements will cost $25 per Year for a 1/8 page 
size.  Advertisements can be 1/8, 1/4, and 1/2 page in 
size with the price increasing by $25 for each 1/8.  A 
Sample of a 1/4 and 1/8 size advertisement is found 
below and right.  Please contact me directly if you 
want to buy an advertisement place. (310) 345-8925 

Paid Advertisements 

Walter Tondu 

Classifieds - Buy/Sell/Trade 
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PILOT : Tower, give me a 
rough time check. 

TOWER : It’s Tuesday. 

--------------- 

PILOT : Tower, this is 
N133ER, how do you read? 

TOWER : Usually at night, in 
bed with my reading light on. 

This is the approximate size of a 1/8 page 
advertisement.  ($25/Year) 

This is the approximate size of a 1/4 page advertisement. ($50/Year) 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1017+W.+Alondra+Blvd,+compton+ca&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=60.50566,65.039063&ie=UTF8&z=17&iwloc=addr
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1017+W.+Alondra+Blvd,+compton+ca&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=60.50566,65.039063&ie=UTF8&z=17&iwloc=addr
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EAA Chapter 96 
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Oshkosh boasts more types on display than ANYWHERE! 


