
Greetings fellow Chapter 96 mem-
bers!  I have just a few comments 
this month, but I want to say what a 
great time Jack Massey and I had at 
the last meeting telling F-106 war 
stories.  We got a little carried away 
and ran a little longer than we 
should have, but for the most part I 
think all had a good time. 

The reason I dwell on our presenta-
tion is because in the process of 
preparing and presenting it occurred 
to me that as a group of aviation 
enthusiasts we collectively have a 
whole storehouse of stories and 
unique experiences and it is time to 
start sharing with each other some 
of that common heritage that we 
have.   

Whether we got our aviation start 
courtesy of the military or never set 
foot in a government airplane, I bet 
there are some interesting yarns out 
there, be it a unique way we got into 
flying, or a scary “there I was.”  So, I 
thought I would add a feature to 
some of our meetings called, “There 
I was.”  Lunch is on me for the first 
one of you that will volunteer a short 
story at each of our membership 
meetings.  Please think about what 

you would like to share with us. 

Check out the rest of the newsletter 

for upcoming events.  I look forward 

to seeing you on Saturday, March 

21. 
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President’s Forum - Merrill Eastcott 

Next Meetings 

March 21 - Chapter Mtg 10:00 AM, BBQ afterwards 

April 11 - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

April 18 - Chapter Mtg @ 10:00 AM, BBQ afterwards 

May 9 - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

 

Plan to Attend our Next Meeting! 

If you don’t have a project yet but are still 
interested in aviation and home building then 
come on by and visit the chapter.  We hold our 
meetings on the 3rd Saturday of each month.  
Most meetings have a presentation and a BBQ 
afterwards.  You can visit the 12 on-going 
projects in the hangar, talk to a wide variety of 
builders and enjoy a BBQ while you’re at it. 

 

http://www.eaa96.org
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BOD Meeting Minutes - Keith Spreuer 

In Attendance 

Dave Bristol, Breanne Farfan, Israel Farfan, Jack 
Kenton, Martin Burham, Robert Cullinan, Rhon Williams, 
Merrill Eastcott, Keith Spreuer  

Treasurer’s Report 

See offline report. 

Membership 

Quite a few have come in now. We need to review and 
remind the stragglers.  

Hangar Report 

We have 2 small spaces and one large space vacant. 
Two members are interested in moving in Mar. Since the 
hangar has been operating at a loss for a couple of 
months now, we may have to run a fund raiser to help 
support it. The kids have been doing a great job cleaning 
the hangar kitchen, lounge and bathrooms. They need 
supplies (mops) which Keith will supply. The kids 
decided to call themselves the 96 Fliers.  

Speakers/Programs 

We are trying to line up the fellow that runs the Flabob 
Air Academy to speak to us about their program in 
March. We still need a speaker for April.  

 

Activities 

There is an Upward Bound event in the planning for April 
4th. Upward Bound is a college group that promotes 
academic achievement. There will be another event in 
March but no details yet. The chapter will make the 
Columbia fly out an official event. That is May 1-3 with 
camping or stay in the town.  

Summer Programs 

Jim Stothers was asked to make the reservations for the 
Tuskgee and the Oshkosh program. We will be selecting 
candidates very soon.  

Chapter Budget 

Merrill requested again that we generate a chapter 
budget. Keith started one several months ago and will 
bring it to the next BOD for modification and review.  

Other 

Bob Hayos asked to be relieved from his BOD position. 
To fill the vacancy the BOD agreed to ask the next 
runner up in the election to fill that spot. The was Kendra 
Farfan and she accepted. 

 

 

 

DAR Monthly Report - Marking, and Placarding ABA 

Submitted by Bob Hayos - A&P, I/A, DAR 

The identification and marking  of tags, placards and 
signage on amateur built aircraft is  carefully 
documented in the Federal Air Regulations.  Among the 
more significant items are the following: 

1. A metal fireproof tag permanently attached to external 
visible structure (preferably near the horizontal tail) 
defining the builder’s name, model description, and serial 
number. 

2. A block lettered "EXPERIMENTAL" sign three inches 
high placed near the cockpit opening visible to all 
entering the aircraft. 

3. A clearly lettered sign attached to the instrument panel 
stating the aircraft is amateur built and does not conform 
to standard certificated aircraft criteria. 

4. The aircraft registration lettering shall be displayed on 
either side of the fuselage in block letters 12" high.  3" 
lettering is also permitted here or on the vertical tail for 
aircraft flying at less that 180kts TAS.  Twelve inch 
letters are required for aircraft flying out of the USA. 

 

5. Specific identification of all aircraft flight control 
functions including flaps, cowl flaps, spoilers, and engine 
controls and landing gears. Emergency controls must 
also be marked. 

6. All instruments that are not otherwise marked should 
have placarding to indicate normal operating ranges as 
well as out of limits tolerances. 

All of the above are part of the final finishing details when 
we can say we are done building. They are however 
items which the airworthiness inspector will be looking 
for and are very much required for calling the bird 
airworthy. 
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Hangar Report 

Keith  Spreuer 

The hangar vacancy level is better but still below break even. We have a new tenant but he is only using a half 
space. I will use the other half of the space for storage. So we  have 1 small space and one large space 
vacant plus one small space being used for tools. We have one perspective tenant who wants a space and a 
tie down but he has not moved in yet. We also now have two tie downs available as Doug Allen is giving up 
his. 

The man lift is still in repair. Dave and Rhon got the actuator retracted most of the way but not enough to get 
the pin that retains it out. We will work on that more this Saturday. 

Carl now has some help on the Peitenpol. Joe Morris is helping and may build a Peit himself. Carl says this is 
a big help and will speed up the progress. There is a young man that wants to help too. I told him to get in 
touch with Carl. There may be fabric going on that frame before long. Other than that it has been a little quite 
around there. Louis has a new house and is getting settled in. Gus has family stuff going on, and my plane is 
boringly only in flying status (smile). But it is daylight savings time and the weather is getting warmer. That will 
bring out the workers. 

The latest version of the House FAA funding legislation -- H.R. 915 (known as the FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2009) received a nod from the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. The bill does not incorpo-
rate user fees, and is supported by most in the general aviation industry. Next in line is the House Ways and 
Means Committee, which has also supported FAA funding without user fees in the past. One fear is that the 
implementation of NextGen modernization could spur the debate to include user fees to help supplement the 
needed funds. Also of concern to opponents of user fees is a line in President Obama's preliminary budget that 
seems to favor adopting the fees beginning in 2012. 

FAA Funding Bill - Sans User Fees - Passes First Hurdle 

Flying eNewsletter / March 12, 2009  Edited by Mark Phelps 

With everyone worrying about both the cost and availability of leaded avgas, the reporting we've done on Swift 
Fuel, a proposed replacement, has generated plenty of interest, not to mention questions. The lead-off query: Is 
this stuff for real?  

From the outside looking in, it's always difficult to judge the credibility of projects like this. People directly in-
volved in them are perpetually on the sunny side of the street and they'll tell you what they truly believe or what 
they think you want to hear. With that caveat, my impression is that yes, Swift Fuel is a legitimate industrial de-
velopment project, albeit one that's still a long shot.  

First, what is this stuff? It's a biofuel generated from cellulosic feedstock rather than starch feedstock. That 
means Swift will use switchgrass or sorghum rather than corn to ferment acetone from which it then manufac-
tures a 100-plus octane fuel. As we reported last week, the FAA has done proof-of-concept testing on Swift 
Fuel and finds that it has more energy content than 100LL and excellent anti-detonation margin. That's good 
news. What the FAA tested is the chemistry-set version of Swift Fuel, what one petrochemical chemist we know 
calls the "$65 gallon of avgas." The real stuff, squeezed out of the biomass, hasn't been made yet, at least in 
volume. (For all the details on this, see our extensive analysis in the April 2009 of Aviation Consumer available 
in about two weeks.)  

Swift estimates a manufactured cost of about $2 a gallon. That's the refinery out number, by the way, not the 
pump price. Add taxes, transportation and FBO margin and you're somewhere north of $4. Again, that's realistic 
if Swift's basic numbers are correct. But there are good reasons to believe they're a little optimistic. For one, 
you never hear this phrase in developmental projects: "Detailed testing has revealed that our estimates we're 
incorrect. Our product is much cheaper to make than we originally thought." It's always the other way around.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Swift Fuel: Is it for Real? 

By Paul Bortorelli - AVweb - March 8, 2009 
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Chapter Officers and Advisors 

President  Merrill Eastcott 562-633-2614 eastcott@flash.net 

Vice President Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

Secretary Keith Spreuer 530-649-5289 kspreuer@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Vilma Spreuer 310-649-5289 vilmaspreuer@yahoo.com 

Board Member Dave Bristol 310-329-6007 daveb200@sbcglobal.net 

Board Member Martin Burnham   

Board Member Kendra Farfan   

Board Member Robert Cullinan   

Board Member Rhon Williams 310-546-9936 rhon.williams@ngc.com 

Hangar Manager Keith Spreuer 530-649-5289 kspreuer@yahoo.com 

Young Eagles Coordinator Glenn Parkison 310-374-4812 glenn.parkison@wilsonelser.com 

Flight Advisor/Tech Counselor Dave Bristol 310-329-6007 daveb200@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editor Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

Webmaster Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

DAR Bob Hayos 310-640-8855 bobnorma@juno.com 

Membership Chairman Walter Tondu 310-472-1793 walter@tondu.com 

Calendar of Events 

Chapter 96  Monthly Meeting February 21 - 10:00AM Compton Airport 

MCAS Yuma Airshow March 14 Yuma Airport 

NAF El Centro Airshow March 14 El Centro NAF Airport 

Riverside Airshow March 28 Riverside Airport 

EAA B-17 Tour Stop April 10-12 Torrance Airport 

Armed Forces Parade May 16 City of Torrance 

Planes of Fame Airshow May 16-17 Chino Airport 

Watsonville Airshow May 22-24 Watsonville Airport 

“World’s Smallest Airshow” May 23-24 Brian Ranch Airport 

Ramona Airshow June 6-7 Ramona Airport 

EAA AirVenture July 27 - August 2 Oshkosh, WI 



Ads are free but are subject to editing.  Aviation related ads are given priority.  We reserve 
the right to refuse any Ad.  Submit  your Ads to the Editor at       walter@tondu.com.  Please 
let us know when your item sells.  Ads will run for four (4) issues and may be renewed or 
adjusted by contacting the editor.  Last issue indicated by [mm/yy]. 

 

WANTED - We have space in our fully equipped Chapter 96 Hanger 
for your project with very reasonable rates.  Each space is 20x20 
has electrical, air, great lighting and 24x7 access.  Contact Keith 

Spreuer at (714) 894-1172 for more information. 

 

FOR SALE - Soft Com 4 place panel mounted intercom, new in box 
with all cables and connectors  $200.  2 place RST 442c portable inter-
com, new condition with cables and connectors  $100.  Bob Hayos, 
(310) 640-8855  [3/08] 

 

FOR SALE: 2002 Cirrus SR-22, SN 0355.  TT 485 hrs since new.  Han-
gared, one owner.  Round instruments with Avidyne FlightMax 
EX5000C.  Will sell for original price minus $50 per hour depreciation.  
Will include fresh annual.  Cleanest and lowest time 2002 available.  
Call for specifics.   Merrill Eastcott, (323) 228-0162. [3/09] 

CHAPTER LOCATION 

1017 W. Alondra Blvd. 
Compton, CA 90220 

 

Click here for an 
interactive map. 

The chapter accepts paid advertisements in the 
Newsletter.  Advertisements cost $25 per Year for a 
1/8 page size.  Advertisements can be 1/8, 1/4, and 
1/2 page in size with the price increasing by $25 for 
each 1/8.  A Sample of a 1/4 and 1/8 size 
advertisement is found below and right.  Please 
contact me directly if you want to buy an 
advertisement place. (310) 345-8925 

Paid Advertisements 

Walter Tondu 

Classifieds - Buy/Sell/Trade 
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“You’re gonna have to key 
the mic.  I can’t see you nod 
your head.” 

---------- 

Lost Cessna Pilot: “Big 
Airport with a little 150  
overhead, Please identify 
yourself.” 

This is the approximate size of a 1/8 page 
advertisement.  ($25/Year) 

This is the approximate size of a 1/4 page advertisement. ($50/Year) 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1017+W.+Alondra+Blvd,+compton+ca&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=60.50566,65.039063&ie=UTF8&z=17&iwloc=addr
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1017+W.+Alondra+Blvd,+compton+ca&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=60.50566,65.039063&ie=UTF8&z=17&iwloc=addr


EAA Chapter 96 

 

The NTSB's factual report of the Sept. 3, 2007, fatal crash of a Bellanca 8KCAB-180 (Super Decathlon) piloted 
by Steve Fossett does not include a "cause," but does offer details. The NTSB attempted to reconstruct poten-
tial wind patterns for the day through numerical simulations and also took statements from pilots who flew in the 
area at the time. The board's weather modeling found downdrafts in the accident area in excess of 300 feet per 
minute. Investigators determined the crash site to be at a density altitude of about 12,700 feet with a deviation 
from standard temperature of about positive 23.2 degrees C. The aircraft's maximum rate of climb at a pressure 
altitude of 13,000 feet was 300 feet per minute at standard temperature. Its wreckage was found "severely frag-
mented" and burned. The NTSB's report included comments from pilots who flew in the area that day. 

 

Three pilots (a 206 pilot, a King Air pilot, and a glider pilot, respectively) who flew in roughly the same area of 
the crash at similar times found it was a "wonderful day to go flying," and "unusually smooth when it was not 
turbulent," and that above 10,000 feet the wind dropped off and the air was smooth. All wind information for the 
area collected by the NTSB showed winds from the southwest during the time of the crash. Fossett's aircraft 
impacted a peak approximately 300 feet below a ridge that ran northwest/southeast, leaving a debris field that 
headed upslope oriented at about 010 magnetic degrees. Wind accelerates as it crosses a ridgeline. It is not 
uncommon for winds at the top of a ridge to be much higher than undisturbed velocities. 

 

According to the NTSB, the "airplane was severely fragmented and a severe post crash fire burned most of the 
structure and surrounding vegetation." Most fabric was burned and specific to the cockpit, "the front seat frame 
was bent, deformed and crushed to a size about one third of its original dimension." Plus, "all of the cockpit 
instruments and avionics were destroyed." The front seat belt and shoulder harness was found unbuckled, with 
nearly all the strap webbing consumed by fire. A five-point safety belt system was also not found buckled. And, 
"the airplane's ELT was destroyed," with its pieces scattered in the debris field. No defects were found with the 
engine; both propeller blades displayed gouging and were bent. A section of one propeller blade was not recov-
ered. 

Fossett Crash NTSB Factual Report, Pilot Statements 

By Glenn Pew, Contributing Editor, Video Editor AVweb - March 6, 2009 

The challenges facing Swift Fuel are substantial. Yield from the biomass will be critical. To achieve its stated 
economics, Swift will have to evolve its chemical process to yield more of the chemicals it needs and less of 
those it doesn't and on a massive scale. This is easier said than done. It will also have to show that the biomass
-generated fuel is free enough of impurities and unwanted byproducts to perform as well as the lab-made ver-
sion. And that real-deal fuel will have to worm its way through the certification process.  

Then there's the raw, commodity-driven blackhole of petroleum economics. The whole thing is tied to the price 
of oil which, at $40, isn't providing much encouragement for alternative fuel development. In the unlikely event 
that Swift Fuel proved cheaper on an equivalent octane basis than oil-based hydrocarbons, the refinery trade 
will buy up every drop of it for blendstock or otherwise bid up the price. One solution to this, says Swift's John 
Rusek, is to isolate the new fuel from the petroleum trade by marketing and distributing it through agricultural 
channels, as an aviation-only product. Well, maybe. Just because that hasn't been tried doesn't mean it couldn't 
work.  

In Swift's favor are two things: Tetraethyl lead won't be around forever and the oil industry interest in using it to 
make avgas may be waning. We've been saying that about lead for nearly three decades now, but just as sure 
as the sun will explode into a red giant, TEL will eventually disappear. Even if it doesn't, if the oil companies 
decide they don't want to fool with avgas anymore—a real possibility because of falling demand—Swift could 
have a perfectly timed opening.  

The fact that it's cellulosic rather than starch-based is a plus, for I predict that the country will eventually wake 
up and realize how utterly stupid the U.S. corn-based ethanol program has been. Energy yields from corn are 
pathetically low and the direct subsidies have been as much as $1.45 a gallon. The cellulose lobby hasn't done 
as well for itself and one hopes that it never will, except for research and seed money. If these alternative en-
ergy sources can't stand on their own economically, they shouldn't stand at all.  

Coming full circle, that means that if Swift Fuel's real manufacturing cost is $3 a gallon and that translates to $5 
or a little more at retail, they've got a player. GA in the U.S. can and has adapted to $5 avgas.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Swift Fuel: Is it Real? 
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 New member and renewal Dues are $25 per year. 

 Chapter members must be members of the 

Experimental Aircraft Association. 
 EAA dues are a tax deductible, non-profit IRS 

category 501c3 organization. 

 Make Checks Payable To: EAA CHAPTER 96 

 Fill out this form online then print it. Mail or bring 

this form with your $25 payment to: 

EAA CHAPTER 96 

C/O Membership Chairperson 

1017 West Alondra Blvd. 

Compton, CA 90220 

Existing Member Renewal or New Member:    Existing Member New Member 

First Name: 
 

Last Name: 
 

Spouse: 
   

Address: 
   

City: 
   

State: California
 

Zip: 
 

Home Phone: 
 

Work Phone: 
 

Email: 
 

Verify Email: 
 

Occupation: 
   

EAA Number: 
 

Expiration 

Date:  

Current 

Projects:  

If you have a web based project log, what is the website 

URL?:   
http://

 

How would you like to receive your newsletter? We HIGHLY recommend you select "On eaa96.org" to 

save postage.  

(check one): US Mail On eaa96.org 

 

  

EAA 96 Annual Membership Renewal 

Membership Chairperson - Walter Tondu 
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EAA Chapter 96 

TO:     

«NAME» 

«ADDRESS» 

«CITY», «STATE»  «ZIPCODE» 

M
A

R
C

H
 
2

0
0

9
 
E

D
I
T

I
O

N
 

447RV on El Mirage Dry Lakebed 


