
My comments will be a little short 
this month due to vacation sched-
ules shortening the time put this into 
print.  I hope you are having a won-
derful summer with some time off for 
leisure and relaxation, maybe some 
travel and sightseeing.  I envy those 
of you who were lucky enough to be   
able to go to Oshkosh. 

One of the different activities for 
August is that the Board is going to 
fly to Upland to conduct our August 
9th Board meeting while visiting the   
monthly membership meeting of   
EAA Chapter 448.  The purpose of 
the fly-out is to test the waters for 
what I hope is increased fly-out ac-
tivity for all the members of our 
Chapter who want to do so.  Since 
Chapter 448 will be having an eve-
ning meeting this time based around 

a dinner barbeque theme, we will be 
leaving CPM around 5:30 or so and 
departing for the return flight around 
8:00 pm.  Although most of you will 
be reading about this event after the 
fact, those of you that see the news-
letter on line before August 9th and 
would like to ride up in one of our 
empty seats are welcome to do so.  
Just email me and I will coordinate a 
match up. 

Another initiative of mine was to 
start a discussion at the July Board 
Meeting and then the General Mem-
bership meeting regarding starting 
our monthly general membership 
meeting with the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the Flag.  Based on feed-
back, I plan to implement this at the 
August 16 meeting. 

Finally, I found a video on the inter-

net regarding a world record setting 
flight of the F-35 Lightning II aircraft 
where for the first time in history a 
powered aircraft made a short field 
(400 ft) takeoff, accelerated to over 
Mach 1, then landed vertically in 
Harrier fashion. 

The link to that video is below.  En-
joy!! 

http://tinyurl.com/5nkpje 
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Presidentõs Forum - Merrill Eastcott  

August 9th - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

August 16th - Chapter Mtg @ 10:00 AM, BBQ @ 11:00 

Sept 13th - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

Sept 20th - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

 

Plan to Attend our Next Meeting!  

If you donôt have a project yet but are still inter-
ested in aviation and home building then come 
on by and visit the chapter.  We hold our meet-
ings on the 3rd Saturday of each month.  Most 
meetings have a presentation and a BBQ after-
wards.  You can visit the 12 on-going projects 
in the hangar, talk to a wide variety of builders 
and enjoy a BBQ while youôre at it. 

News Flash  

Under 40 years old?  Your FAA 
1st or 3rd class medical expiration 
date just got extended.   

http://tinyurl.com/6g8vzr   

http://tinyurl.com/5nkpje
http://www.eaa96.org
http://tinyurl.com/6g8vzr
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July BOD Meeting Minutes - Keith Spreuer  

In Attendance:  

Merrill Eastcott, Dave Bristol, Jack Kenton, Keith 
Spreuer, Bob Hayos, Rhon Williams, Walter Tondu, Bre-
anne Farfan, Israel Farfan, Carl Lekvan, Gus Gustavson  

Treasurerôs Report 

We paid for 3 kids to go to summer programs for a total 
of $3,250 but the last one was rejected since the session 
is full. EAA should refund us $1,010. 

The BOD decided that the Treasury figures will not go 
into the Newsletter but will be posted at the General 
Meeting. Merrill asked if we had a budget for last year. 
We did not have a budget last year. Keith volunteered to 
put together a budget for this year based on historic ex-
penses and income. It was suggested that we track the 
balances of each of the above accounts to see their 
trend. Jim Cassell passed away and his wife asked peo-
ple to contribute to the chapter in remembrance of him. 
The donations are specified for Young Eagles but we will 
ask Mrs Cassell if they can be applied to any of our 
Youth programs. Those donations have started arriving. 
Keith will send a thank you note to Mrs. Cassell and to 
the donors. 

Hangar Report  

Currently the hangar has 2 small and one large vacancy. 
One large vacancy is coming up in Aug but a new tenant 
is moving into that space in August as well. So we re-

main at 2 small vacancies and one large. It was advised 
that we should compare our tie down rates for twins to 
the county and possible raise those to comparable rates. 
Keith will post hangar space flyers at TOA, HHR, and 
Fullerton and post in those chapter Newsletters. 

Membership  

Carl would like to retire from the Chairmanship. Walter 
Tondu agreed to pick up that task. 

By Laws  

No progress. Merrill will head a sub committee to ad-
dress them. A review to compare our by laws to national 
will be done. One change we want to look at is the addi-
tion of Youth Membership rates. 

Activities  

We decided that we should get a co-member to help 
Jeanette with Holiday Party 

Programs  

Aug: Summer Program Kids Reports 

Sep: John Lyons (Merrill Eastcott) 

Oct: Walter Tondu RV Presentation 

Nov: Bob Hayos Certification Process 

Young Eagles  

(Continued on page 3) 

DAR Monthly Report - Other Airworthiness Requirements  

Submitted by Bob Hayos - DAR, A&P, I/A  

 

 
Although the prime function of the FAA or DAR,  new 
aircraft inspection is the determination of airworthiness, 
additional responsibilities do exist. High on the list is the 
evaluation of the safety conditions of the electrical, elec-
tronic and avionic systems installed in the aircraft.   FAA 
Advisory Circular AC 43-13 (Acceptable methods, tech-
niques and practices) is the formal document defining 
the hows and whys of how such equipment is to be in-
stalled.  Included is the wiring, cabling, accessories and 
of course all communications and navigation equipment 
and instruments.   Major subsystems have in addition the 
desired instructions that must be complied with and 
which usually accompany the equipment at delivery.  
Where there is a possible conflict with a government 
document, coordination with the intended inspector is 
required.    

FCC rules regarding the detailed operation of the overall 
installed nav/com system should be visited as part of the 

airworthiness inspection.  Here too equipment installation 
methods can have significant importance and have to be 
considered. 
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As most of you making the long haul to Oshkosh know, the weather this time of year can really affect your flight.  
Summer weather can play havoc on your flight plans.  With an easy dozen websites on the  web to chose from, get-
ting your weather information takes quite a bit of time and searching.  Most of us have a few favorite websites that 
we always use like Aviation Digital Data Service,  GTE DUAT Aviation Weather,  and The Weather Channel.  I want 
to tell you about my favorite place on the web for weather, itôs Weathermeister.com.  This site is built and main-
tained by Dan Checkoway, a local RV driver.  Itôs a single source for all your weather needs.  Dan has combined all 
the excellent weather sites into one.  No more driving your mouse and keyboard around wasting time.  I suggest you 
obtain a subscription, itôs well worth the small fee.  If you donôt subscribe, there is still a free section as well.  To 
learn more about Weathermeister.com go to this link:  http://www.weathermeister.com/about.jsp 

Featured Aviation Website   

Walter Tondu  

Next event 7/19 at CPM starts at 11am. 

Air Academy  

Breanne to coordinate. She will talk to Jim Stothers to 
see what needs to be done. 

Flabob has a Summer program. Breanne will check it out 
to see if we want to participate. 

Flyouts - The BOD wants to encourage more flyouts. 
Keith will find a chapter to visit in the August or early Sep 
time frame. We can not do it in late Sep due to the 
Compton Air Fair on Sep 27th.  Keith will check with 
chapter 448 

Newsletter  

Need input early since Walter will be gone in early Au-
gust. Due no later than 7/21 

Airspace and Airport Issues  

The class B NPRM for Long Beach is still something that 
will probably happen. We are monitoring that. The BOD 
asked if we could post the current TAC map in the han-
gar. Keith agreed to post the second to most current 
TAC on the hangar sliding door. 

Fund Raising  

We have some advertisers interested in space in our 
Newsletter. We guess that $50 per year for a small ad 
would be about right. That will be pursued. One of our 
members has a pilot accessory business (clothing and 
key chains é) and will advertise and offer a rebate pro-
gram to the chapter.  

What is ROP? A Regional Occupational Program, ROC/P Center/Program is state funded public education that 
provides career technical education and career guidance to students.  The SoCal ROC provides high school stu-
dents and adults with more than 90 California Dept of Education approved courses.  Courses are open to high 
school students, grades 10th, 11, and 12 and adults.  (Tenth Grade students must have a four-year Career/
Academic Plan on file in order to enroll.  See your high school Counselor or a SoCal ROC Guidance Specialist.) 

What is the Cost?  Courses are free for high school students.  Bus transportation is provided free to high school 
students within the JPA from their high school to the ROC Center.  Adults pay a fee for each course taken 

And why are you telling me about this?  Take a look at a couple of courses they provide: 

INTRO TO AVIATION - Imagine using a flight simulator in the classroom to cruise high above SoCal!  In this exiting 
and rigorous course students will learn about the history of aviation and aerospace.  An introduction to flight will 
include information about the uses of sectional charts and maps,  and about fuel, time and distance calculations, 
federal aviation regulations, and basic aviation communications.  Course covers astronomy, space craft, levels of 
atmosphere, jet streams and wind patterns, hot and cold fronts, maps and charts, famous aircraft accidents and 
shuttle disasters, accident prevention, and air traffic control. 

Location :  Satellite Center 1501 Peck Ave., Manhattan Beach, CA 90266, 4:00-6:30 pm, cost for course, books and 
materials: $250. 

SoCal Regional Occupational Center  

Jack Kenton  

http://adds.aviationweather.noaa.gov/
http://www.duats.com/
http://www.weather.com/
http://www.weathermeister.com/
http://www.weathermeister.com/about.jsp


Raise the #@!$% Fares: Part II  

From Avweb website - http://www.avweb.com  

Page 4 
EAA 96 - THE PENINSU LA FLYER  

By Paul Bertorelli  

Just as I was thinking the plight of the airlines couldn't 
get any worse, it devolves from ridiculous to pathetic. 
The latest chapter unfolded this week as a dozen of the 
CEOs of the major airlines sent a mass letter to their 
customers asking them to pressure Congress to enact 
legislation to curb oil speculators. 

"This pain can be alleviated, and that is why we are tak-
ing the extraordinary step of writing this joint letter to our 
customers," the letter states, arguing that some $30 to 
$60 of today's record oil prices are due to speculators 
bidding up the price with futures contracts. The airlines 
want their customers to ask Congress to limit speculation 
in the oil markets, especially by stopping the practice of 
shifting contracts overseas, where they can't be moni-
tored. 

Coming from an industry that has now raised bait-and-
switch to a high art, this is disingenuous at best, laugh-
able at worst. Blaming speculators for the economic ill du 
jour has a long and colorful history. When you just can't 
face the music that supply and demand drive costs and 
you refuse to adjust your prices accordingly, heaving a 
dead fish at the closest speculator is as good a response 
as any. 

And these CEOs ought to know better, given the fact that 
they have the intellectual wherewithal to analyze eco-
nomic trends. There's little reliable agreement that 
speculation in oil contracts drives actual prices to a 
measurable degree. Just you go and try to find some 
data linking the two that isn't anecdotal or, well, specula-
tive. There are very strong indications that it's the physi-
cal market--the actual buying and selling of the commod-
ity at hand--that really determines what people will pay 
for a product. 

Speculators are simply buying contracts that amount to 
bets on what the price of a commodity will be at some 
point in the future and for everyone who goes short, an-
other goes long. Further, the amount of money in play on 
futures expressed as a percentage of the total physical 
market is so small that it's not credible to claim this can 
move the markets as much as some people think. Here's  
a nice explanation of the theory by James Surowiecki. If 
the airlines are whining that speculation amounts to mar-
ket mismanagement, they should muck the manure out 
of their own stalls first. Specifically, they continue to send 
the wrong signals to customers by quoting fares that are 
below cost then trying to recover their costs with an ever 
growing list of hidden charges--for baggage, for curbside 
check in, for agent-assisted booking, for aisle seats and 
so on. On Friday, ABC ran a story analyzing the eco-
nomics of two Continental flights, one from Houston to 

Richmond, a second from Newark to Los Angeles. Read 
it here. 

On the first flight, ABC found that the average fare for the 
49 seats was $152, for a total of revenue of $8,450. But 
it cost the airline $8,600 to conduct the flight, resulting in 
a net loss of $150. The California flight lost even more--
$500. This is suicidal economics. It attempts to deny the 
underlying cost of goods with layers of irrelevant and 
irritating charges unrelated to the cost of delivering the 
basic service. What should those fares have been? How 
about $225 from Houston to Richmond? That's still a 
good value and it sends the right signal to the customer 
about what it really costs to provide the service on a sus-
tainable, profitable basis. 

If there is demand for these services--and there most 
assuredly is--there ought to be companies who can price 
them correctly and fairly and make a profit at it. If the 
fares are set correctly, customers will receive accurate 
signals about cost/value and they can then decide if they 
want to pay that fare. Or not. The market will then find its 
natural, unimpeded balance. One reason the airlines are 
reluctant to raise fares meaningfully is that there's still 
too much capacity for the demand, thus, too many seats 
are flying around below cost. In the end, if the majors do 
survive this crisis, there are going to be a lot of airplanes 
parked in the desert in United and American livery. 

Just after this asinine e-mail arrived from the airlines, I 
got a couple of invoices from FedEx for overnight letters. 
The last time I used FedEx, I seem to recall the tariff was 
about $15 for standard overnight letters. These were $25 
each for the same service. Digging into this, I discovered 
that FedEx is--surprise!--tacking on a fuel surcharge. But 
they don't charge me extra to use the corner drop box or 
to call with a question. In other words, FedEx is sending 
unambiguous signals to its customers: the service now 
costs more and here's how much more. They aren't 
blaming it on speculators or burying me in hidden 
charges. And guess what? I'll use FedEx less because 
for me, the cost/value relationship is now out of balance. 
I will find another, cheaper means of doing the thing that 
FedEx does. So may others, so FedEx may park a few 
airplanes, too. But want to bet that it'll survive? 

That's how supply and demand works. The airlines that 
hope to survive will figure this out sooner or later be-
cause the people who run them really aren't that dumb. 
But the wisdom won't come from writing pathetic letters 
to their customers asking for help. 

What they need to ask for is more money. 

http://www.newyorker.com/talk/financial/2008/07/07/080707ta_talk_surowiecki
http://abcnews.go.com/WN/story?id=5359305&page=1
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Young Eagles Report  

Breen and Kendra Farfan  

At the Compton Airport on July 19 2008 , the EAA chapter 96 held a 
Young Eagles rally. The rally was relatively small, at first we had about 40 
kids signed up to fly, but with poor morning weather, we had to delay the 
flights. When the weather became flyable again only 29 Young Eagles 
were able to fly. Most of the young eagles were from the Ace Academy , 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP), and local kids experiencing the joys of their first 
flight. In addition to the Young Eagles we had CAP cadets recruiting fu-
ture cadets for their program. We also had the merchandise table selling, 
shirts, toys, hats, and earning $130.00 for the Young Eagles program. 
Special thanks goes to the pilots who contribute their time and plane to fly 
the young eagles, the ground crew who is always there helping sign up 
kids, printing certificates, and making sure everything goes safely. And 
thanks to Glenn Parkinsonôs countless hours of work, everyone at this 
event had a wonderful time and we all look forward to  seeing more 
smiles at the next Young Eagles Rally. 

Hangar Report  

Keith Spreuer  

I sent out another  100 (roughly)  flyers advertising hangar space this month since we did not have enough 
printed last month. We have gotten one new tenant moving in at the end of July. That is the same time Darren 
is moving out. That will leave the vacancies the same at one large and 2 small spaces. The hangar breaks 
even with 2 small vacancies so we are operating at a loss of $355/mo. I will put flyers in the office at CPM, 
TOA, HHR and FUL to see if we can find a few more projects to move in. Our new tenant is Larry Zawikosky. 
He has a Rotorway Exec project that he is building and an airframe that he is using to cannibalize parts from. I 
think he will fit nicely into the space that Darren had. 

This is a short report since it has to be done before I leave for Oshkosh on 7/25. Iôm taking my plane so you 
may conclude that it is running fine. Don Herstein and I are flying back in loose formation and camping out for 
the week. We are really looking forward to that and hoping the weather is better than the hurricane rain storm 
we had 2 years ago. We could also do without the airplane problems we had on that trip (thrown prop blade). 
Iôll write a report for next month. Hereôs a new report for you. The most active guy in the hangar this month is 
Bill Edwards. He has a long list of work required for the annual on his Cessna 140. He has decided to do most 
of the work himself and get it signed off by an A&P. So far itôs looking pretty good with new brake lines, ex-
haust pipes repairs, new side windows, and corrosion removal. Thatôs a great way to save money on the an-
nual. Martin Burnham was off with his airplane for a couple weeks. Got a flight report for us Martin? Gus is still 
chipping away on the Glastar but I didnôt get a chance to get an update on it. See you after Oshkosh. 


