
Greetings.  We changed the format 
of the Board meeting on 4/11 and 
instead of the regular 9 am meeting 
at Compton, we met at 10 am at Jim 
Hebertôs hangar at the Torrance Air-
port.  After the meeting we pro-
ceeded with the annual bean bash.  
The group was small primarily due to 
the demands many of you had for 
the busy Easter weekend, but all 
enjoyed Jean Eastcottôs turkey chili.  
Several have asked for the recipe so 
I thought I would publish it in a future 
newsletter, room permitting.  Since 
so many of you could not attend this 
family social event, you may be inter-
ested in an invitation we just re-
ceived from Jim Hebert to participate 
with him and others in a rib and 
chicken BBQ in August.  We will get 
more information out next month, but 
please mark your calendars.  Next 
year I promise better planning and 

notification for the bean bash, one of 
our few traditional annual events. 

Another important item at the Board 
meeting was the discussion of who 
of our youth we should send to the 
summer camp programs.  Normally 
we send one individual to the Black 
Pilots of America (BPA) Summer 
Flight Academy at Texas Southern 
University, Houston, TX, and one or 
two individuals to the EAA Air Acad-
emy Camp in Oshkosh, WI.  In years 
past, the choice for the BPA Acad-
emy is fairly easy to make as one 
applicant for one reason or another 
stands out above the rest.  This year 
however, we have two outstanding 
applicants both equally deserving of 
our sponsorship.  Since the Chapter 
budget can only send one, I am mak-
ing this rare request that if there are 
some of you reading this newsletter 
who would like to be a benefactor 

and help send a second individual to 
the BPA camp, please call or email 
me by Friday evening.  We need 
about $1000 and I have a pledge of 
$100 so far.  Thanks for your consid-
eration.  There will be a special 
Board meeting this Saturday at 9:30 
am preceding the general member-
ship meeting to finalize our summer 
camp sponsorships. 

The presentation for the general 

membership meeting this Saturday 

will be by Art Peterson from the Wa-

then Academy at Flabob.  His topic 

will be about what they have been 

doing for the last seven years in 

building an aviation education pro-

gram.  Many other interesting bits of 

information regarding proposed so-

cial activities will be passed out this 

Saturday, so I hope to see all of you 

at the meeting. 
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Next Meetings  

April 18 - Chapter Mtg 10:00 AM, BBQ afterwards 

May 9 - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

May 16 - Chapter Mtg @ 10:00 AM, BBQ afterwards 

June 6 - BOD Mtg @ 9:00 AM (open to all members) 

 

Plan to Attend our Next Meeting!  

If you donôt have a project yet but are still 
interested in aviation and home building then 
come on by and visit the chapter.  We hold our 
meetings on the 3rd Saturday of each month.  
Most meetings have a presentation and a BBQ 
afterwards.  You can visit the 12 on-going 
projects in the hangar, talk to a wide variety of 
builders and enjoy a BBQ while youôre at it. 

 

http://www.eaa96.org
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B-17 Day at TOA - Jack Kenton  

I volunteered to help out and took these pictures. 

DAR Monthly Report - Role of TC and Flight Advisor  

Submitted by Bob Hayos - A&P, I/A, DAR  

Among the various helpful specialists within the EAA 

organization. the above two persons are of direct 

assistance to the aircraft builder. The Technical 

Counselors are appointed based on their overall 

technical aircraft expertise.  Such knowledge usually 

encompasses almost all subsystems from structures down 

to control systems, power plant and can include 

electronics and allied equipment.  Technical Counselors 

can be called on to provide advice during any phase of 

construction and will usually  be available to help out at 

critical times during fabrication and assembly.  TPs are 

frequently A&Ps, many with I/A authority experience as 

well.  

Flight Advisors are another group available to the builder 

usually during the final phases of construction.  These 

individuals are appointed based on actual flight 

experience in a broad spectrum of General 

Aviation activity.  They can help in planning flight test 

programs and in evaluating possible builder concerns on 

any flight airworthiness conditions.  The Flight Advisor's 

experiences can offer valuable insights to aid in the 

execution and completion of a safe and viable phase 

I flight test program.    

Both Technical Counselors and Flight Advisors are 

voluntary EAA assignments and their assistance is offered 

on a no-fee basis to all members of the organization.   
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Hangar Report  

Keith  Spreuer  

We have two new tenants in the hangar and a new tie down tenant too. Plus our 6th tie down may be rented 
next month. So that briefly brought us above break even. However, George (Citabria) just got word that he is 
next in line for an available T hangar on the south side which he has been in line for several years. So he will 
be leaving at the end of April and that will leave 2 large spaces and the tool space un-rented. So the challenge 
continues. The problem lies in 2 areas. The economy is having a definite effect on the General Aviation sector. 
The second factor is that the lease has gone up each year. Then on top of that the county has denied our 
claim for a charitable exemption from the property tax. Those add up to a zero profit rental rate of the large 
spaces only about $90 less than and individual hangar. To our advantage, our facility offers the kitchen, 
lounge and other facilities plus all the really nice tools. Of course the EAA community is a great benefit too. All 
that is fine but the fact is we can not raise the rent any more without driving more tenants away and we can 
not operate at a loss very long. The only solution is to get a lease reduction from the county. I will be pursuing 
that but am skeptical about their sympathy for that cause. 

The activity is picking up in the hangar. There is more flying all the time with Daylight savings time in effect 
and the nicer weather. All the front row airplanes have been out regularly. Iôm still enjoying a high level of 
reliability which as you know Iôve worked hard to achieve. Lately the issues with the Cozy have been only the 
routine stuff. I heard from Gus the other day and he will be getting back on the project soon. Carl is making 
great progress lately with help from Joe Morris. He is about the mount the wings for the first time. I saw Louis 
out there over the weekend too. Maybe that new house project is getting under control. 

Attendees will get 'up close and personal' for the first time in North America 

EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wis. - (April 15, 2009) - With the announcement today that the Airbus 
A380 is coming to EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2009, EAA reinforced the reputation of its annual fly-in as a one-of-
a-kind showcase of aviation's innovations, unique accomplishments, and wide-ranging interests. For the first 
time in North America, AirVenture will provide the opportunity for the global aviation community and the public 
to admire the world's largest passenger airliner on static display and in flight. 

The A380 will arrive and perform a flight demonstration to kick off the Tuesday, July 28 air show. After com-
manding the stage through the remainder of the week on AeroShell Square, AirVenture's main aircraft show-
case area, it will open the air show again on Friday, July 31 with a flight demonstration before its departure. 

"I'm pleased that Airbus chose EAA AirVenture Oshkosh as its first occasion in North America to provide an up-
close and personal look at the A380," said Tom Poberezny, EAA president and AirVenture chairman. "The air-
craft will stand out among the impressive lineup of features and attractions coming this year. The A380 repre-
sents an amazing feat of aircraft design, engineering, and construction ... and it will hold the distinction of being 
the largest passenger aircraft ever to have filled our sky and rolled onto our ramp," he said. 

"The Airbus team is very grateful to EAA for hosting the A380 this summer," said Airbus Americas Chairman T. 
Allan McArtor. "We have been looking forward to bringing the aircraft to AirVenture, where the innovative ac-
complishments of global aviation take the spotlight. It makes perfect sense for the A380 to be featured at Osh-
kosh - not only because it is the largest passenger aircraft in history, but also because the remarkable A380 
would not have been possible without the considerable support of our airline- and supplier-partners from around 
the world who worked with us over many years to make the aircraft a reality." 

The A380's visit marks the second time this decade that Airbus has brought a crowd-pleasing aircraft to EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh. In 2003, the Airbus A300-600ST (known as the "Beluga") made an appearance in honor 
of the 100th anniversary of the Wright Brothers' first flight. 

"AirVenture Oshkosh celebrates aviation's pioneering spirit and the various demonstrations of that spirit, large 
and small. With the A380 coming, I'd say we have the 'large' base covered this year," Poberezny said. 

EAA and Airbus are making plans for Airbus officials to tell their story at AirVenture. Announcements of details 
will follow. Additionally, Airbus hosts will be on hand with the A380 as it stands on AeroShell Square. 

Airbus A380 Coming to Oshkosh  

EAA News Release  
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Chapter Officers and Advisors  

President  Merrill Eastcott 562-633-2614 eastcott@flash.net 

Vice President Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

Secretary Keith Spreuer 530-649-5289 kspreuer@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Vilma Spreuer 310-649-5289 vilmaspreuer@yahoo.com 

Board Member Dave Bristol 310-329-6007 daveb200@sbcglobal.net 

Board Member Martin Burnham   

Board Member Kendra Farfan   

Board Member Robert Cullinan 214 616-9228 n2756c@yahoo.com 

Board Member Rhon Williams 310-546-9936 rhon.williams@ngc.com 

Hangar Manager Keith Spreuer 530-649-5289 kspreuer@yahoo.com 

Young Eagles Coordinator Glenn Parkison 310-374-4812 glenn.parkison@wilsonelser.com 

Flight Advisor/Tech Counselor Dave Bristol 310-329-6007 daveb200@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editor Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

Webmaster Walter Tondu 231-845-7582 walter@tondu.com 

DAR Bob Hayos 310-640-8855 bobnorma@juno.com 

Membership Chairman Walter Tondu 310-472-1793 walter@tondu.com 

Calendar of Events  

Chapter 96  Monthly Meeting April 18 - 10:00AM Compton Airport 

Women In War May 9 Camarillo Airport 

Armed Forces Parade May 16 City of Torrance 

Planes of Fame Airshow May 16-17 Chino Airport 

Watsonville Airshow May 22-24 Watsonville Airport 

ñWorldôs Smallest Airshowò May 23-24 Brian Ranch Airport 

Ramona Airshow June 6-7 Ramona Airport 

EAA AirVenture July 27 - August 2 Oshkosh, WI 

   

   

   

http://www.eaa.org/calendar/eventdetail.aspx?id=4242


Ads are free but are subject to editing.  Aviation related ads are given priority.  We reserve 
the right to refuse any Ad.  Submit  your Ads to the Editor at       walter@tondu.com.  Please 
let us know when your item sells.  Ads will run for four (4) issues and may be renewed or 
adjusted by contacting the editor.  Last issue indicated by [mm/yy]. 

WANTED - We have space in our fully equipped Chapter 96 Hanger 
for your project with very reasonable rates.  Each space is 20x20 
has electrical, air, great lighting and 24x7 access.  Contact Keith 

Spreuer at (714) 894 -1172 for more information.  

FOR SALE - Soft Com 4 place panel mounted intercom, new in box 
with all cables and connectors  $200.  2 place RST 442c portable inter-
com, new condition with cables and connectors  $100.  Bob Hayos, 
(310) 640-8855  [4/08] 

FOR SALE : 2002 Cirrus SR-22, SN 0355.  TT 485 hrs since new.  Han-
gared, one owner.  Round instruments with Avidyne FlightMax 
EX5000C.  Will sell for original price minus $50 per hour depreciation.  
Will include fresh annual.  Cleanest and lowest time 2002 available.  
Call for specifics.   Merrill Eastcott, (323) 228-0162. [4/09] 

FOR SALE : Lycoming 0-235-C1B 108-115 HP.  Comes with 12V gen-
erator, Ring Gear, Starter, Spin-On Oil Filter adaptor.  No Logs.  
$1,600. Contact John Hernandez (310) 594-7530 [8/09] 

CHAPTER LOCATION  

1017 W. Alondra Blvd. 
Compton, CA 90220 

 

Click here for an 
interactive map. 

The chapter accepts paid advertisements in the 
Newsletter.  Advertisements cost $25 per Year for a 
1/8 page size.  Advertisements can be 1/8, 1/4, and 
1/2 page in size with the price increasing by $25 for 
each 1/8.  A Sample of a 1/4 and 1/8 size 
advertisement is found below and right.  Please 
contact me directly if you want to buy an 
advertisement place. (310) 345-8925 

Paid Advertisements  

Walter Tondu  

Classifieds - Buy/Sell/Trade  
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Problem : ñSmoke in cabin.ò 

Solution : ñAircrew reminded 
fleet is no smoking.ò 

---------- 

Problem : ñBad smell in 
cockpitò 

Solution : ñAdvise crew to 
wash every day.ò 

This is the approximate size of a 1/8 page 
advertisement.  ($25/Year) 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1017+W.+Alondra+Blvd,+compton+ca&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=60.50566,65.039063&ie=UTF8&z=17&iwloc=addr
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1017+W.+Alondra+Blvd,+compton+ca&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=60.50566,65.039063&ie=UTF8&z=17&iwloc=addr


 

Come to this Saturday's Chapter 96 meeting and hear about the activities of the Wathen Foundation out at 
Flabob Airport.  Art Peterson, the president of the Wathen Academy, will be our speaker.    

 

I'm sure that everyone is aware that the airport was saved by Mr. Wathen and that he has subsequently made 
an effort to use the airport as a base for educating young people about aviation.  (Check the web site at the 
www.flabob.com.)  They've got an Aviation High School there now.  What we are particularly asking Mr. Peter-
son to speak about is the effort that they've made to create a West Coast version of the EAA Air Academy that 
exists at Oshkosh (and to which we send young people).  I spoke with Art Peterson, and he has provided us 
with the following information about his own background in aviation.  jk 

 

Art says: 

 I am looking forward to being with you on 18 April at 10:00 a.m.  to share what we have been doing here for the 
past seven years in building an aviation education program.  A short bit on my background is --educated at 
Yale, So. Cal. Minnesota and Chicago, served in the U.S. Navy as an enlisted man in WWII and as a Marine 
Corps Infantry Company Commander in Korea ( Captain) --elected to Wisconsin State Legislature in 1950 as 
youngest state legislator in nation and then in 2000 to the Montana state House as the oldest Freshman legisla-
tor in the nation.  Served for twenty five years as a college professor of political science and subsequently as a 
college dean and president--worked personally with five U.S. presidents--Married with four children and five 
grandchildren--currently serve as president of the Wathen Academy president--Been flying for forty five years 
and currently have two planes under construction--one , an Acro Duster II and one a Cavalier-- both should be 
done this summer-- currently fly a 1957 182-- See you in April! 

This Monthõs Featured Speaker 

Jack Kenton  

In an unusual move on Tuesday, the NTSB issued an "urgent safety recommendation (http://ntsb.gov/
Pressrel/2009/090414a.html)" asking the FAA to prohibit further flight of the Zodiac CH-601XL, a light sport 
aircraft that has been involved in six in-flight structural breakups since 2006. The airplane is designed by 
Zenair. The board cited four accidents in the U.S. and two in Europe in which a CH-601XL broke up in-flight, 
killing a total of 10 people. According to the NTSB, there is a problem with the airplane design that makes it 
susceptible to aerodynamic flutter -- a phenomenon in which the control surfaces of the airplane can suddenly 
vibrate, and if unmitigated, can lead to catastrophic structural failure. The CH-601XL was certified as an LSA in 
2005. The NTSB wants the fleet grounded until the FAA can determine that the problem has been solved. "The 
NTSB does not often recommend that all airplanes of a particular type be prohibited from further flight," said 
NTSB Acting Chairman Mark Rosenker. "In this case, we believe such action will save lives. Unless the safety 
issues with this particular Zodiac model are addressed, we are likely to see more accidents in which pilots and 
passengers are killed in airplanes that they believed were safe to fly." [more] The NTSB also found the stick 
force gradient was not uniform, and was lesser at high Gs, which could make the airplane susceptible to over-
control by the pilot, which could lead to over-stressing the design limits and lead to in-flight structural failure. 
The board also made several requests of ASTM International, the entity that provides the design standards for 
light sport aircraft. NTSB says ASTM should add requirements to ensure the standards for LSAs reduce the 
potential for aerodynamic flutter to occur, develop standards on stick-force characteristics that minimize the 
possibility inadvertent over-controlling by the pilot, and ensure standards for LSAs result in accurate airspeed 
indications and appropriate documentation in new airplane pilot operating handbooks.  

FAA RESPONDS TO ZODIAC CONCERNS  

The FAA is already looking into concerns about all versions of the Zodiac aircraft, which were raised at an in-
dustry meeting back in February, FAA spokeswoman Laura J. Brown told AVweb on Tuesday, but she added 
that the agency has no immediate plans to call for the airplanes to be grounded. "The manufacturer already has 
told owners to check the aileron control cable tensions," she said. The FAA has formed a special review team 
with members from the FAA and the industry to investigate the problem. Brown added that the FAA has told the 
ASTM that it should conduct a review of its LSA standards regarding aerodynamic flutter.  

NTSB Asks FAA to Ground Zodiac CH -601XL LSAS  

AvWeb Biz email  
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 New member and renewal Dues are $25 per year. 

 Chapter members must be members of the 

Experimental Aircraft Association. 
 EAA dues are a tax deductible, non-profit IRS 

category 501c3 organization. 

 Make Checks Payable To: EAA CHAPTER 96 

 Fill out this form online then print it. Mail or bring 

this form with your $25 payment to: 

EAA CHAPTER 96 

C/O Membership Chairperson 

1017 West Alondra Blvd. 

Compton, CA 90220 

Existing Member Renewal or New Member:    Existing Member New Member 

First Name: 
 

Last Name: 
 

Spouse: 
   

Address: 
   

City: 
   

State: California
 

Zip: 
 

Home Phone: 
 

Work Phone: 
 

Email: 
 

Verify Email: 
 

Occupation: 
   

EAA Number: 
 

Expiration 

Date:  

Current 

Projects:  

If you have a web based project log, what is the website 

URL?:   
http://

 

How would you like to receive your newsletter? We HIGHLY recommend you select "On eaa96.org" to 

save postage.  

(check one): US Mail On eaa96.org 

 

  

EAA 96 Annual Membership Renewal  

Membership Chairperson - Walter Tondu  
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EAA Chapter 96 

1017 W. Alondra Blvd. 

Compton, CA  90220 
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434DR Over LA Basin 
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